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Lamont County moves forward twinning with Ukrainian community

Y JOHMN MATHER

After mare than a year in the plan
ming; slages. masily due o the Cond
1% pamdemic, Lamont County & moy
ing, tovwards the finish lne i twineing,
with a commnity in the Ukraine.

On Apr. 15, the Consal Ceneral of
the: Ukraire in Canada, leleandr
Draryleikn, appearsd before council i
Furiher discuss the lwinning.

In giving a preamble, County FUUS
diseclor Sam RBindero, explained o
coendil the background of the project.

“Cheer a yoar ag you may remenber
several of us mel with counal 1o pro
wide a presentalion oullining, the
opportunity b twin with the Village of
byl Kalush, [kraine.”

She said the projecl was stalled by
the Covid pandemec but kel Gll the
progect slared again onder the guid
ance of Rinders and coonomic devel
opment offecer im Mewman.

“Al tnday's mocling 1 wanbed ko
intmoduce you 1o the coreul general
wha has boen irstrumental in helping
us move fnrward and develop a mem
orandum of underslanding for the
rwimiring,

“Tt is my honoar &0 be here in this
cradle of Ukminian selilement in
Canada,” he sad. Tie said the Village of
Mebyliv was lomied in the western
part of the cotntry rear th Polish bor

der.

“T've spoken In people in the
Ukraire and the head of the council
and they are working on the text of the
memorandum  of  understanding
between your fwo commanilis,” he
said. “They are cacibed ko sign the
memarandom.”

e saad while it was difficult 1o trav
el during, the pandemic, he fedl some of
the village leaders could come bo
Lamonl for the spning o possibly
some of the councillors coubd o o the
Licraine

“They could also send copées 1o each
place and the signing, could be done
wirtually,” b said. T is a great oppor
rusnity and it woiald be very symbolic o
eelebrale the signing duning, the ocle
brations of 13 years of Ukrainian sel
Hlement in this area later this year™

“T befiewe this memorandum is a
good sign of oo operation belween the
Ewo ot bres and regions.”

Roeve David Diduck said the coun
cil's grandparcnts were 1he ones who
emigraled o this area from the
Ukraine.

“T know when we discussed this
maore (han a year agn the genenal con
sensus was b spn lhe memorandem.”
Rinder said the nexd stop would be bo
bring, forth a finalised copy of the
memarandum and then set a date 1o do
thse: sigpirg; of the document.

Corsd Genersl of Ukrsine i
Cheksandr Danyeko points ol on o map the
area in Ukraine Hat Lamond County will twin
with. The Consul General appeared before
Lamonl Counly Councl Age. 13, Io confim
winning with Mebylv, Kafush, Ukraine would
b beneficial e both communities.

Danylekn supgesied it would
be nece b the document
arcand the Sepl. ¥ date whach is

the  anmiversary  of  the
Ukrainian  sciflemenl
Canada.

He added the memorandim
could be presented in bath
English and Ukrainian and then
copies could be signed and
retained by bath commasnitics
in bt official langussges.

Eoonomic Development offi
wer Jim Mewman said il was
presty exciting o maee e prog
et forward and the apportoni
bess for Lamont Cousnty in the
yEars ke oome.

“Tt great for opportunitics i
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T Besgy shierwes the location in Ursine of Nebyliv, Kaiush, This is whene the -
lie=st Laamon settiens came from, and the location of he county’s bain

agriculture, edwcation and  coonmic
development,” he said. “This mecting,
is a benchmark. for that and 'm very
excibed for Lamont County. T is some
thing that's wery important for this
coemennity.

Dhidock added it was a greal thang 1o
help Ukrainian Canadians reain mools
Ios theeir cultuse.

We've heen getling away from this
and 1 think this will help bring our
appredakion Io our mots badk.”

The Bebyliv  and
Kalush area was chosen
for twinning betause in
1591 Ivan Pylypow bt
that area 1o come for froe
land in the prairics of
Canada.

After mwesligating scf
tement possibilities in
Manitoba and Alberta
with Wasyl Elenaak, a fel
kw  willager, Pylypow
retirned ko the Ulkoaine 1o

bring, back hoth men's families and as
many frends and relatives as could be
persuaded 1o accompany them.

Alihough he was arresbed and tried
for sedition by the Austrian authoritics,
and prevenled from making, his woy
back b Canada unkill 1593, the publici
ly generaled by his brial advertised
Canada more effectively than be him
self could have done. Ty 18594, a
Ukrainian seblbement had cmemged in
the: vicinity of Siar.




Your news this week:

School sporis have a welcome retom - =

Federal election forom at St. Michael
Mom defeats angry neighbour - 15
OPINTON: Say hello to Covid, again - 4

THE LAMONT

EADER

SERVING LAMONT

COUNTY

Lamont County, Canada - Nebyliv, Ukraine

MNOBPATHMCTEBO

TWINNING

CEREMONY

History made as Memorandum of Understanding signed

BY JOHN MATHER

“T have the pleasure of welooming,

youd 1o a major histonc event.”

fith that, Radomir Bilash began the
crremany on Sepl. 7 twinming, Tamont
Coanty with the Village of Nebyliv, in
the Perchinske Community Village in
Ukraine.

Kilash is & noted Ukrainian historian
and acted as the MO for the ceremony,
speaking in both  English  and
Ukrainian  duoring the  celebration
which was live streamed back 1o the
Ukraine village.

“An acknowledgment of a bond that
has cxisted for 130 years, a bond
between the Village of Mebylv and
Lamont County. in particular the arca
around Star.

“We are doing, this in the frue sense
of bonding, using, techoodogy and shar
ing, il with the people of MNebyliv...
where it all slaried.”

Afler blessings from Iles Crace,
Bishop David Motiuk from  the
Ukraintan  Catholic  Eparchy  aof
Edmanien; and the Very RBewercnd
Archpriest, Comell Zubritsky of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Charch; Motiuk
gave a bricf overview on the impor
tanee of the event.

“As we mark the 130 anniversary of
Ukraindan immeggration 1o Canada, 1
bring, grectings from the BEdmaonton
Eparchy,” he said.

Lamaont County is the Cradle of
Ukraindan Setflement in Canada and it
was from the Village of MNebyliv that
Wasyl Eleniak and Tvan Pylypow set
ol and berame the first govermment
documented Ukraindan  settlers in
Canada.

“Linke did these first immigranis
krwoww that by the 2ieh Century thoa
sands would follew them, so moch so
that by 1914 when World War One cal
off immigralion, some 170000
Ukrainians had emigrated lo Canada.”

Most, he added, setfled in Western,
Canada in the Teaver Take, Slar
Lamont and Mundare areas.

“Their sacrifices and hard waork i
the new country broaght aboat 2 betler
future for Canada,” Maotiok added,
“and all is peaple. Rewards which we
continue 1o reap oday. We miust
appland thesr efforts.”

Conmul Ceneral of the Ukraine in
Edmonton  Danyleike  Oleksandr
worked on making the twinning hap
peen for fhee past year.

“I'm really proud o be the Consual
Ceneral here and represenl our country
in thés provess,” he said.

“We have a wery important and sym
bolic day. One hundred and tharty
years age loday, Wasyl Fleniak and
Tvan Pylypow embarked on a very his
loric pornaey.

“They found thesr new home here m
Alberia. They helped other Ukrainians
who came laler, begin | lives in a
wery difficull environmend.

“Despile their difficuliics, they start
od o eslablish 2 Ukrabnkan community
here in Canada, building churches and
bringing the Ukraine culbure and tradi
tiares hene ™

For mare than a centary Ukrainians
have assisted the development of this
oountry and their achicvements are
widely meoogniacd, he added

“This memarandum recogniaes the
important role that they played. This
will re: establish all the: old ties betworn
oaar coandrics and our peophes.”

Lamont  Coonty Reewe  David
Diduck then spake on the imponiance
of the twinning cvenl.

“Lamant County and its ressdents
will forever be grateful o Wasyl
Eleniak and Tvan Pylypow for the voy
age they made o the Dominion of
Canada. They embarked on this voy
ape i search of a betler life fior the fam
ilbes, neighboars, friends and  folune

gencrations based  on
a promese of free land 2o
advertised by the
Daminion of Canada.
“Fach and every one of
s of Ukrainian heritage
owe lhese two men a
great debit of gratitude for
the ife and opportunity
enjoy today.”
ylypow returned 1o
Ukraine after he had first
arrived in Canada, and
began 1o spread the wond
aboul the opportunities
thal exisled i the west,
Diiduck added. Thal led 1o
the initial immégration of
Ukrainian  peoples 1o
Weestern Canada and they
seliled i the Slar anca.
Lamont Coundy
declared ilself the Cradie
of Ukrainian Seiflement
in A0E," be added.
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Lamont Counly Reeve Doavid Diduck sgns a
Memomandum of Understarding between Lamont
County and the Perchinske Comemunily Village
Council in the Weane, Sepl. 7. Sgned on Ukrene
Canadian Herilage Day, the signing aso commemo-

raied 130 yoms of Uoainian Setlement in the
Lmont County amea. Jaining in the signing from
Lamonl were Corsul Genersl of the Ukrsne in
Edmonton, Danyleio Oleksandr, bofl, and Lamont
Councillors Wayre Woldanski, Mol Woitas and Foy

The Memorandum of
Understanding will
ersure historical connections continoe
i grovw Between the bwo commanitics.

Agricullure, arts and culture, sduca
tion and odher amceas can all benefit
fromn the memarandom, he added.

Ini fromt of @ smaller crowd of about
AD guests, betters of grecling were
read from Premicr Jason Kenney and
Tlcalth Minister Tyler Shandro

Fort Saskatchewan Wegreville MLA
Jackic Armstrong Tlomcniuk, aka
spakee al the evenl, infreming, the gath
ering, of her family ties 1o the Dkrainian
crHTIm

ity

Anaka (in fhe back row).

Ukrainian Canadian Council, Kevin
Earon, President of the Ukrainian
Fioncer Association of Alberla; and
Cordon Cordy, Viee President of the
Taras Shewchenko Foundation

In addilion, greetings wore provided
by Skeven Eleniak a direcl descendent
of Wasyl Eleniak, and the greal, greal,
greal grandson of van Pylypow.

The chairman of the Perchinske
Village Coancil, Iryna Lyuklyan also
affercd grectings from the Village
Cousnail Chambers in the Uksaine by
live stream.

No Foderal politicians
were al the  twinning
evenl because of the
omging, Pederal clection.

Additional  greetings
and words of encourage
ment were provided by
Dernn Bilous, the MLA
from Beverdey Clareview,

Oilesia Lucia
Andryjowyce, Wice
President of the Mational
Ukrainian Canadian

Croancil; Crrysia Boychuk,
Presidenl of the Alberia
Provincial Council of the

Mombors of the Penchinske Community Village
Council, which inchsdes the Village of Nebyliv in
Ukraine simultancously signed the Memoranduom of
Understanding  twinning  agreemoent with Lamont
County, Sept. 7. The ovenl was e

between bolh communilics with the assistance of e

Arcamod

Ukrainian Pioneers Association of Alberta




Lamont County, Canada - Nebyliv, Ukraine
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Please join us online on TUESday, Sept. 7 al 8:30 am

to witness this momentous, historic event by logging on to:

https://th.me/e/j2a5CLq51

Wasyl Eleniak and Ivan Pylypow.
In acknowledgement of its role in the
origin of the Ukrainian-Canadian com-

2018.

On September 7, 1891, two fellow
villagers from Nebyliv in present-day
Western Ukraine, Ivan Pylypow and
Wasyl Eleniak, disembarked from the
55 Oregon at Quebec City. They trav-

To commemorate the bravery, sacri-
fice, and contribution that Ukrainians
have made in Canada, Lamont County
has embarked on a twinning initiative
with the Village of Nebyliv, the Village
from which early settlers came, trigger-

munity, Lamont County in Alberta de-
clared itself to be the "Cradle of
Ukrainian Settlement in Canada” n

ing the first of five waves of Ukrainian
immigration.

To officially mark this momentous
event, Lamont County 1s hosting a vir-
tual signing ceremony with Ukrainian
officials on the morning of September
Tth, 2021. The Perehinske Community
Village Council, which includes the
Village of Nebyliv, and Lamont
County, the core of the Edna-Star

colony, are signing a Memorandum of

Understanding of Cooperation, on the

130th anniversary of the arrival of

Ivan Fxh pm\ (left) and ‘ﬂ asyl Eleniak, in photos taken as older men.

elled westward to investigate the possi-
bility of acquiring the "Free Lands"
being offered by the Dominion of
Canada to potential settlers. Pylypow
and Eleniak’s findings led to the begin-
ning of a mass migration of Ukrainians
to Canada.

For further information on this excit-
ing and historic initiative, please con-
tact Sara Rindero at 780-895-2233 ext.
217 or sarar@lamontcouny.ca between
the hours of 8:30am and 4:00pm
(mountain daylight time).



The trip that made Lamont County the
Cradie of the Ukrainian community in Canada

by Radomir Bilash, courtesy of the

Ukrainian Canadian Congress -

Alberta Provincial Council

On September 7, 1891, two fellow
villagers from Galicia, Vasyl llymak
(later spelled Elemak) and Iwan
Pylypow disembarked from the 88
Oregon at Quebec City. They had
come to investigate the "Free Lands”
that they had heard about in Canada.

The two travelled together as far as
Winnmipeg, where they came into con-
tact with others from Galicia, but of
German origin. From them, they
were directed to some of the Galician
German settlements in the outlying
areas, where they could learn for
themselves what "homesteading”
all about, they had
gotten jobs working for the German

Wik

In a short ume,

homesteaders.

At the end of September, Pylypow
and llyniak went westward to investi-
other reg Western
Canada, to see n-h:,n: 1t would be best
to take up land of their own. They
made it as far as Calgary. The land
they were shown had no trees, so they
returned to Manitoba and continued
working for the German farmers at
Gretna.

By the end of November, Pylypow

gate ions of

200,000,000 acres

b
w -

Provisioning for the journey.

had decided to return to Nebyhv to
retricve his family and
Canada to live. He left Gretna at the

return 1o

beginming of December, and was
back in Nebyliv by January 12th,

1892, People came from afar to hear
his stories about the land called
Canada and 1ts free lands. Eventually
|2 families decided to go with him,
and plans were made to leave in May.
However, Pylypow was arrested in
May, purportedly for improprieties in

of free land
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An advertisement, announcing that 160 acres of *free land* could be acquired
by each settler. Two hundred million acres were available in Western Canada.

other
The
case carried on for several months.

for the
families/householders.

arranging
iwelve

passage

In the meantime, seven household-

ers of the group Mykhailo
Romaniuk, Anton Paish, Dmytro

Viznowych, Mykhatlo llymak, Vasyl
Nykola Tychkowsky,
losyp Paish - left for Canada with
their families. They armived iIn
Quebec City in June and made their
way to Winnipeg, where they decided

Yatchew, and

to remain for a while. The main rea-
son for the stop was to allow the men
o earn some but Mrs.
Yatchew was 1o give birth soon as
well and could travel no further. In a
short time, though, hive of the men
left their families behind and made
the

mMoney,

their way to area
Edmonton and registered homesteads

near a police post about 2 miles east

The
north of

Then, three of them, Mykhailo
Romaniuk, Mykhailo llyniak and
Dmytro Viznowych, returned to their
families in Winnipeg, since they felt
they did not have enough resources to
stay and develop their homesteads.
two, Anton Paish and
Nykola Tychkowsky, spent the winter
at Scotford near the German colony
at Bruderheim, nine miles to the east.

other

of present-day Fort Saskatchewan. Paish built a sod house, and
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A snap-shot of fellow travellers.
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him

Tichkowsky lived with until
more Nebyliv settlers arrived in the
spring. The men who went back to
Winnipeg soon reconsidered their
choice of land Fort
Saskatchewan, their
entries, found temporary employment
in Winnipeg, and then
homesteads in Manitoba.

In the meantime, Iwan Pylypow
had spent the fall and winter of 1892

east of

cancelled

settled on

carning money to return with his fam-
ily to Canada. In the spring of 1893,
they and the Stefan Chichak family
arrived in Beaver Creek and settled
with their fellow villagers from
Nebyliv - Paish and Tychkowsky. By
the end of the year, Vasyl llymak
returned to Nebyliv to retrieve his
to Canada.
When they did so, they chose to join

family and bring them

their friends who were homesteading
in Southern Manitoba., After several

faltering steps, the determination of

the two trailblazers Ivan Pylypow
and Vasyl llyniak and those who fol-
lowed them was about to take root.
The news
throughout Nebyliv and beyond:

was now circulating
"Go
to Canada! Some of our people are
already there. near a place called
Edmonton, at Edna post office.”

Lamont County

The Cradle of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada

A }'mmg '.'.‘l]'ll]]li.‘ from :'\fh}'lit'.. from around the time Pylypow and
llyniak were preparing to come to Canada.

Waiting for the train to find "free lands" in Western Canada

Canada.

At a rest stop on the way to Western Canada. Looking at what had never been seen or heard before in




What is the Lamont-Nebyliv Twinning Agreement?

On September 7, 2021, Canada’s
Ukrainian Canadian community will
be embarking on a two year celebra-
tion of the 130th anniversary of its
immigration and settlement.

7 BepecHA 2021 poky. Ykpa-
IHCbKa KaHagcbKa rpomana KaHaow
po3novyHe OBOpIYHEe CBATKYBaHHA
130-1 piyHMUi iMMirpaudii Ta noce-
JIEHHA.

On September 7, 1891, two fellow
villagers from Nebyliv in present-day
Western Ukraine, Ilvan Pylypow and
Wasyl Eleniak, disembarked from
the SS Oregon at Quebec City. They
travelled westward to investigate the
possibility of acquiring the “Free
Lands” being offered by the Domin-
ion of Canada to potential settlers.
Pylypow and Eleniak’s positive find-
ings led to the beginning of a mass
migration of Ukrainians to Canada.

7 BepecHA 1891 poky. [1eoe ogHo-
cenb4aH 3 Hebunesa (B cy4acHomy
3axinHin Ykpaini), IBaH MNMununis Ta
Bacwne InvHAK, BUCAOWMIKUCL i3 KO-
pabna “CC OperoH” y micTi Keebek.
BoHu Bupywmnu Ha 3axig, wob pno-
CNANT MOXNUMBICTE npuabaHHA
BinbHKUX 3emens, WO NPONOHYyBa-
nuca [HomiHioHom KaHagw noTed-
WiMHUM noceneHuAMm. [lo3nTUBHI
BMCHOBKK [lununoea Ta InuHAKa
NPU3BENK A0 NoYaTKy MacoBol Mir-
pauii ykpaiHuie oo KaHagw.

In the spring of 1892, the first
group of settlers from the Nebyliv
district arrived in Canada. They were
followed by hundreds of others from
the Austro Hungarian crownlands of
Galicia and Bukovyna (presently
part of Western Ukraine), until the
outbreak of World War |. The first
settlers took up lands near the coun-
try post office of Edna (later re-
named Star), in what became the
Province of Alberta. Eventually, the

Edna-Star colony grew to be the old-
est and largest homogeneous settle-
ment of Ukrainians beyond Ukraine.

HasecHi 1892 p. lNepLwa rpyna no-
ceneHuis 3 Hebunoeanpubyna oo
KaHagW. 3a HMMW cnigyeanu COTHI
IHLIKMX 3 aBCTPOYIrOPCbKNX KOPOHHMX
zemens lanunynHun Tta BYyKOBUHU
(HMHI YacTMHa 3axigHol YkpaiHu),
aXk go nodartky [lMepwoi ceiToBOI
BiMHW. [lepwi noceneHui 3anHANK
zemni 6inA nowTwn EgHa (3rogom ne-
peimeHosaHoro y Ctap) , B Teputo-
pii, WO cTano npoeiHuieo AnsbepTa.
BpewTi-pewT konoHiAa EgHa-Crap
cTana HalcTapiwmm Ta Hanbinbwmm
OAHOPIAHUM NOCENeHHAM YKpaiHUiB
3a mexamu YkpaiHw.

In acknowledgement of its role in
the origin of the Ukrainian-Canadian
community, the County of Lamont in
Alberta declared itself to be the “Cra-
dle of Ukrainian Settlement in
Canada” in 2018.

Ha 3Hak BW3HaHHA CBOEl poni y
NOXOOXEeHHI YyKpalHCbKO-KaHaach-
KOI rpomaaw, myHiumnaniter Jla-
MOHT B AnebepTi oronocuno cebe
KOMMUCKOIO YKPAIHCLKOro NoceneHHA
B KaHaai y 2018 poui.

In acknowledgment of the com-
mon bond that they hold as the
source and cradle of Ukrainian set-
tlement in Canada, the Perehinske
Community Village Council, which
includes the village of Nebyliv, and
the County of Lamont, the core of
the Edna-Star colony, are signing a
Memorandum of Understanding on
Cooperation, on the 130th anniver-
sary of the arrival of Vasyl Eleniak
and Ivan Pylypow.

Ha 3Hak BW3HaAHHA CNINbHWUX
3B'A3KIB, AKI BOHW BBaXaiTb O)Ke-
PenoM Ta KONMCKOK YKpaiHCbLKOro
noceneHHA B KaHagi, [NeperiHcbke
cenviuHa papa, Ao cknagy Akoro

)

BXOOWNTb ceno

Hebunis, Ta MyHi- *ﬁ%‘”
umnaniter  Jla- | R ]
MOHT, Anpo [REIEER
KONOHII EnHa-

Crtap, nignm-

- H o T b
MemopaHgym npo
B3aEMOPO3YMIHHA

LI‘HE LAMONT
EADER
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Ta cnienpaul oo

S5CcRvING LAMONT COUNTY

wwn . LarnderiLssvder Lo

130-1 pivHMUI NpK-
byttAa  BacwunAa
InMHAKa Ta |BaHa
[Mununoea.
While immigra-
tion of people of
Ukrainian descent
to Canada has
been sometimes

it's official: Lamont County is “The Cradie
of Ukrainian Settilement in Canada”

limited by political
strife, over the
past 130 years,
the Ukrainian-
Canadian com-
munity continues
to enrich this
country, whether
as Governor Gen-
eral, Premiers,

LamonT COUNTY PRESENTS 815,000 CHEQUE
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politicians, no-
table sports fig-
ures, professionals in all walks of
life, to the regular working citizen.
Xo4a immirpadia niogen yKpaiHcb-
KOro Nnoxon)eHHAa oo Kadagw iHoai
by cTpUMaHWW NONITUYHUMK 0B-
cTaBUMHaMK, NPOTAroM ocTaHHix 130
POKIB yKpaiHCbKO-KaHaacbka rpo-
Maga npoaoexye sbaradyesaTtu L0
KpaiHy, 41 To reHepan-rybepHaro-
pamu, npem'epamuv NPoBiHUil, noni-
TUKaMu, BIOOMWUMK CNOPTUBHUMM
niArdamun, npodecioHanamm  BCiX
cchep xmTTA, abo 3BMYanHMMK npa-
LIHOHYUMK rpOMaaAHUHAMM.

A monument in the village of Nebyliv,
dedicated to Ivan Pylypow and Vasyl
Eleniak, erected in 1991 on the occa-
sion of the 100th anmversary of the em-
igration of the first Ukrainians to

This souvenir special section
brought to you compliments:

FGSS

Lamant County Reglon

Canada.

-

Lamont County

The Cradle of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada
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